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CD release party 
The High Energy of Dotsero Jazz Returns to Stargazers at 
8 p.m. May 30. You are in for a treat when you come out to this 
evening of high energy jazz. Details: mycoloradogazette.com

Concert season begins 
Don’t miss “Jazz in the Garden, May 29 to August 21, 
at Grace and St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Friday 
evenings at 7 p.m. All concerts are free! Picnics welcome. 
Blankets and lawn chairs encouraged. Beverages avail-
able.  Details: mycoloradogazette.com
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Colorado Tech student recognized as Eagle Scout

Taylor R. Renninger of Colorado 
Springs was recognized at the 2015 
Eagle Scout Recognition Dinner on 
May 21. The Boy Scouts of America, 
Hawk Mountain Council sponsors 
the annual event. Eagle Scout Taylor 
was bestowed this award and joined 
the Brotherhood of Eagle Scouts. 

The Eagle Scout 
award is the epit-
ome of Scouting’s 
best efforts and 
beliefs. Taylor is a 
student at Colorado 
Technical Universi-
ty majoring in com-
puter science. 

Eagle Scout Ren-
ninger was awarded Eagle Rank 
February 2014. Taylor’s Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor was held May 18, 
2014, at Huff’s Union Church, Al-

burtis, Pa. Taylor was honored at an 
elaborate ceremony and reception 
culminating his 12 years in Scouting. 

The candle lighting ceremony in-
volved his troop (Boy Scout Troop 
510), his scoutmasters, troop lead-
ers, the Rev. Jane Moffat Kropa, 
state and county political officials, 
chartered organizations, his parents 
(Melody and Scott Renninger), his 
family and his friends. Taylor re-
ceived a congratulatory note from 
President Barack Obama and a USA 
flag from Rep. Charlie Dent that flew 

over the Capitol building in Harris-
burg, Pa. Taylor spoke at his ceremo-
ny stating that his 12-year Scouting 
journey has been an important part 
of his life. The many adventures, life 
lessons and scouting experiences 
have prepared him for his future. He 
thanked everyone who has walked 
along with him during his climb up 
the trail to Eagle.

Taylor’s Eagle Scout service project 
was a four-season landscape design 
benefiting the American Legion — 
Ray A. Master Post 217 in Topton, Pa. 

He wanted to give back to the Amer-
ican Legion for all their support they 
give to his Boy Scout Troop 510 and 
our community.

Earning Eagle rank is an occasion 
for pride and joy, as well as a time 
for serious reflection. The Eagle 
Scout Award is the highest recog-
nition of rank that the Boy Scouts 
of America offers to Scouts. It is 
earned through the advancement 
program, and only a small percent-
age of boys who begin Scouting re-
ceive this honor.

BY MELODY RENNINGER
Special to MyColorado
—

Taylor R.
Renninger

Renninger earned rank
in 2014 in Pennsylvania

Seventeen area high school 
students are writing essays to 
make their case to be the first 
American to take part in the 
Olympic torch lighting cere-
mony.

If cho-
sen, he 
or she 
a l s o 
w o u l d 
be one 
of the first torch bearers next 
May for the worldwide relay 
leading up to the 2016 Rio 
Summer Olympics, Aug. 5-21

Their essays will appear in 
The Colorado Springs Ga-
zette’s My Colorado section on 
Mondays, and they will take 
part in a number of Olympic 
activities in the area.

The teens are part of the 
Young Champion Ambassa-
dors program, an offshoot of 
the Colorado Springs Sister 
Cities International initiative 
that connected the city with 
Ancient Olympia, Greece in 
2014.

The program was initiated 
by Colorado Springs resident 
Harris Kalofonos, a native of 
Greece. The sister cities initia-
tive began in the 1950s. Colo-
rado Springs has connections 
with cities in Australia, Japan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Mexico, Russia 
and Taiwan.

“YCA is a program that was 
established officially in 2014 
but aspires to be a part of the 
city for years to come hoping 
to embrace our city’s talent in 
their first steps to the world,” 
Kalofonos said.

Retired Air Force officer Tad 
Vannaman is the program di-
rector who oversees the daily 
operations.

Eventually, the 17 students 
will be trimmed to five final-
ists, who will appear before 
a panel of city leaders, who 
then select the delegate to go 
to Greece. 

In the interim, the 17 will 
take part in local Olympic 
events, including a meet and 
greet at the Olympic Training 
Center June 16 where they 
will have lunch with OTC res-
ident athletes. The students 
will also take part in the 
Rocky Mountain State Games 
opening ceremonies in July 
with other events to follow.

The program is intended to 
promote Colorado Springs 
and tourism in the Pikes Peak 
region, Kaloponos said.

17 essayists
vie to join 
in Olympic
ceremonies

BY JOE PAISLEY
joe,paisley@gazette,com
—

Winner to Greece
for torch lighting

With the 2013-14 school year 
coming to an end, St. Mary’s 
High School math and engi-
neering teacher Mike Kloenne 
is looking back on the first 
year of the school’s new Proj-
ect Lead the Way engineering 
curriculum.

“We had a very successful 
rollout of the engineering 
program,” Kloenne said. “I’m 
totally impressed with Project 
Lead the Way and our stu-
dents’ hustle and effort.”

PLTW classes are yearlong 
electives for the students at 
St. Mary’s. The first class in 
the program, introduction 
to engineering, is wrapping 
up with students building a 
school desk as their final proj-
ect. Kloenne gave them some 
requirements for the project, 
and then the students had to 
research and design the desk. 
The two best desk designs are 
going to be manufactured as 
prototypes.

“What I love about this pro-
gram is that it doesn’t teach to 
a standardized test,” Kloenne 
said. “Kids don’t just have 
four choices. Students learn 
important critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills 
even if they find engineering 
isn’t what they want to pur-
sue. These skills are applica-
ble to all meaningful 21st cen-
tury professions.”

In the fall, the introduction 
to engineering class started 
with 44 students. Ending the 
year, 38 have remained in the 
program. One student moved, 
Kloenne said, while the oth-
er five decided the program 
wasn’t for them. He said the 
students’ discernment about 
a future in engineering is an-
other plus to the program; 
better to make these realiza-
tions in high school instead of 
college.

Next year the second PLTW 
course, principles of engineer-
ing, will be added. Kloenne 
said the principles course is 
more physics based, dealing 
with buildings, robots, and 
machines. Tom Harder will 
teach the principles of engi-
neering course.

Kloenne said that several 
of the local Catholic parochi-
al schools are looking to add 
PLTW’s lower school curric-
ulum, which is an exciting 
prospect for Catholic educa-
tion in Colorado Springs.

St. Mary’s
celebrates
engineering
program
Project Lead the Way
heads for second year

BY ST. MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL
MyColorado Contributor
—

REACHING BACK IN TIME

Shown working on the clock are Mike Korn, foreground, adjusting the clock hands; Jim Riley, right; and Charles Dald-
ry, background.

COURTESY PHOTO

Although most of us today 
use our smartphones, cell-
phones or wristwatches to 
determine the current time, 
these technologies were not 
available in the early 1900s. 
What was available in that 
day were public clocks — 
mostly street, tower and 
building clocks.

Usually every town had 
one of them in a very visi-
ble location, often a town 
square, at the local railroad 
station, in front of a jewelry, 
watch and clock store or at 
a museum or other public 
building. Brush was one of 
these communities. It boast-
ed a large (approximately 7 
ft tall and 3 ½ ft wide) out-

door clock that was origi-
nally installed at the First 
National Bank of Brush. 
Manufactured around 1917 
by the McClintock-Loomis 
Clock Company of Minneap-
olis, Minnesota, the two-di-
al (30 inch diameter) time-
piece was installed over the 
corner entrance to the bank. 
Besides showing the time, 
the clock also featured five 
chime tubes which sounded 
on the quarter hour as well 
as striking the hour on a 
distinctive chime tube. The 
clock went silent around 
1986 when it was disman-
tled and stored; subsequent-
ly it was consigned for sale, 
sold to a prospective collec-
tor but not restored or put 
back into operating order. 

The clock was later in a barn 
north of Boulder.

Within the past year, rep-
resentatives of the National 
Association of Watch and 
Collectors (NAWCC) and the 
Pikes Peak Historical Street 
Railway Foundation began 
a mutual effort to repair, 
restore and return to oper-
ating order this centuryold 
timekeeper.

In January, restoration 
work began at the Foun-
dation’s “trolley museum” 
(2333 Steel St., Colorado 
Springs) with project work 
being done by volunteer 
NAWCC members from Den-
ver Chapter (21) and Colora-
do Springs Chapter No. 100. 
Much of the clock repair 
work has been done off-site 

by the clock restorers while 
most of the clock case work 
has been done on-site by vol-
unteers at the museum. The 
clock’s restoration has been 
moving along well and all 
restoration work is planned 
to be completed during the 
summer of 2015. 

For those interested in 
knowing more about the 
National Association of 
Watch and Clock Collectors 
(NAWCC) and its activities 
in Colorado Springs, please 
contact Dale Skattum, Pres-
ident, Colorado Centennial 
Chapter No. 100 at 649-9726 
or for information about 
Denver-area NAWCC activi-
ties, contact Douglas Fowler, 
President, Colorado Chapter 
#21 at 303-709-6531. 

Historical clock gets some TLC
BY JOHN BARTOS
Special to MyColorado
—

The highlight of the May 
AARP Chapter 1100 meeting 
was an extensive and infor-
mative presentation on 911 
by Daryl Branson, the exec-
utive director of the Colora-
do 9-1-1 Resource Center.

In addition to answering 
many questions about 911, 
Branson discussed how 911 
calls from cellphones could 

be routed to the wrong call 
center resulting in a delayed 
response. He also noted that 
cellular calls might not have 
the source location infor-
mation inherent in landline 
calls. The major advantage 
for cellular calls is that they 
will process 911 calls even if 
the user is out of minutes (so 
long as the battery on the 
cellphone has a charge).

Branson also discussed 

the disadvantages of Voice- 
over-Internet-Protocol phone 
services and the fact that 
Text-to-911 services are not 
yet widely available in Colo-
rado. He concluded that land-
line phones almost always 
connect to a 911 operator 
even if the power is out at the 
user location but that cord-
less handsets may not work if 
the power is out. A prime ad-
vantage of landline systems is 

that the location of the caller 
is almost always included.

The chapter business meet-
ing focused on the upcom-
ing FREE shredding event  
June 13 and the current 
D-Day commemorative quilt 
fundraising project. In-
formation can be found at 
http://aarpchapter1100black 
forest.weebly.com or by call-
ing the chapter president at 
749-9227.

AARP group hears information on 911 calls
BY STAN BECKNER
MyColorado Contributor
—


